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Twenty-ive Years On

from the Centenary of
1956

A Short History of the
Birmingham Hebrew Congregation
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Message from The Chief Rabbi,
SIR IMMANUEL JAKOBOVITS

In anticipation of the festivities which [ look forward to share
with you, I have much pleasure in adding my warmest greetings to
the Brochure marking the 125th Anniversary of your
Congregation.

There are only very few congregations in this country which can
look back to such a long and rich history. The event is even more
significant when set against the dark background of the
thousands of synagogues destroyed in the European Holocaust
and the countless others elsewhere which have ceased to function
and closed their doors because the communities they once proudly
served have disappeared or are no longer viable.

Our joy is great indeed, therefore, in saluting a Congregation
which has gained and retained its commanding position as a
leading citadel of Jewish life over a period of a century and a
quarter. The distinction of vour enviable record lies not only in
the exceptional roll of Anglo-Jewish notables, both spiritual and
lay, who have been associated with Singers Hill, but in the
immense contributions made by your Congregation to the
enrichment and continuity of our Anglo-Jewish heritage.

I hope the Anniversary will serve both as a monument of
thanksgiving for the past and as a source of re-dedication for the
future.

Heartily congratulating your spiritual and lay leaders as well as
all vour members on reaching this notable milestone, I pray that
your beautiful and venerable Synagogue will continue for long to
be a sacred bastion of vibrant Jewish life, preserving our hallowed
traditions, promoting every worthy Jewish cause and radiating
blessing to the entire House of Israel.

Message from Councillor KEN BARTON
Lord Mayor of Birmingham

It is a great tribute to the continuity of the Birmingham Hebrew
Congregation that I should be able now to extend Civic Greetings
to them on the 125th Anniversary of their Synagogue at Singers
Hill. As my predecessor said on the occasion of the Centenary,
the Jewish Community in Birmingham forms a highly respected
part of the Community, and I am able, from first hand
knowledge to applaud and acknowledege their contribution to the
public life of the City in a variety of fields of activity.

May I hope that the Community itself will draw great strength
and pride from this anniversary and will move forward with the
City to deal with the many problems that lie before us in the
future.







